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STEPS TO PERMITTING AN OPENCUT MINE SITE 
 
 
ACCESS ROADS.  When at the site, determine all access road locations.  Mark new road locations and existing roads to be 
improved by substantial widening, cutting, and filling. 
 
MAIN PERMIT AREA.  When at the site, determine the location of the main permit area boundary and mark it.  Include enough 
area to contain the operation.  Allow for near-future expansion to avoid a premature amendment. 
 
MAP(S).  Gather the information needed to draw a map or maps following the Map Guideline. 
 
PLAN OF OPERATION.  Gather the information needed to complete the Plan Of Operation form. 
 
OTHER APPLICATION ITEMS.  Complete the items listed on the Opencut Permit Application form.  Permit all access road and 
main permit area. 
 
INSTRUCTIONS AND GUIDELINES.  Follow all instructions and use the guidelines.  Submit complete and accurate materials.  
Because the contents of an application comprise a legal document, incomplete or incorrect items must be addressed before a permit 
can be issued. 
 
INFORMATION AND ASSISTANCE.  Contact a program staffer for information about, or assistance with, any aspect of the 
program (see the Opencut Mining Program Regions map). 
 
 
Neil Harrington, Bureau Chief 
DEQ Opencut Mining Program 
1520 East Sixth Avenue 
Helena MT 59620 
 
Phone: 406-444-4973 
Fax: 406-444-1923 
Email: neharrington@mt.gov
 
Chris Cronin, Opencut Supervisor 
DEQ Opencut Mining Program 
1520 East Sixth Avenue 
Helena MT 59620 
 
Ph: 406-444-2871 
Fax: 406-444-1923 
Email: ccronin@mt.gov
Cell: 406-439-8870 
 
Debbie Voeller, Program Specialist 
DEQ Opencut Mining Program 
1520 East Sixth Avenue 
Helena MT 59620 
 
Phone: 406-444-3920 
Fax: 406-444-1923 
Email: dvoeller@mt.gov
 
 
 

Rod Samdahl, Environmental Specialist 
DEQ Opencut Mining Program 
109 Cooperative Way Suite 105 
Kalispell MT 59901-2389 
 
Phone: 406-755-8985 
Fax: 406-755-8977 
Email: rsamdahl@mt.gov  
Cell: 406-212-0957 
 
Jo Stephen, Environmental Specialist 
DEQ Opencut Mining Program 
Airport Business Park IP-9 
Billings MT 59105-1978 
 
Phone: 406-247-4435 
Fax: 406-247-4440 
Email: jostephen@mt.gov  
Cell: 406-860-7572 
 
Mark Carlstrom, Environmental Specialist 
DEQ Opencut Mining Program 
Airport Business Park IP-9 
Billings MT 59105-1978 
 
Phone: 406-247-4436 
Fax: 406-247-4440 
Email: mcarlstrom@mt.gov  
Cell: 406-860-7568 
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